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Message of the Week

GOOD ATTITUDE: BEING LOYAL TO THOSE NOT PRESENT

What does it mean to have a good attitude? Simply put a good attitude means to obey cheerfully and be polite. Why is a 
good attitude important? When we have a good attitude we will be more successful, have more friends, and our parents 
will be proud of us. This week we are going to talk about being loyal to those who are not around us. Loyalty is one of 
the most important qualities we can have. It means being true to your family, friends and others, even when they are not 
present. Loyalty means to never speak badly about someone, because it is the wrong thing to do and it will certainly get 
back to the person you are talking about. 

Consider the following example: There once was a girl named Beth who always always talked about what she didn’t like 
about other people when they weren’t around. One day Beth was talking with Sally and telling her everything wrong about 
her friend, Janet. When Janet saw the two of them talking she came up to them. Immediately, Beth started talking bad 
about Billy. Not long after Billy came over, immediately Beth started talking bad about Jim, and so on…

Based on the story we can see that Beth is not loyal to others. Each of Beth’s friends experienced her talking bad about 
another friend when they weren’t around. From this we can assume that Beth really can’t be trusted to be loyal in other 
areas of life either.

You can demonstrate loyalty by speaking well about people when they are not around. You can also demonstrate loyalty by 
not letting others speak badly about others around you. 
For example, let’s pretend that someone told you that they think, “Sherman wears goofy clothes.” Or that “He is a real 
nerd.” 
You could say: 
“I’m sure he has a good reason for wearing that outfit and I think he is O.K.” or... 
“Maybe he is just a little different from you and me – I’ll bet he’s smart” or... 
“I would appreciate it if you would stop speaking badly about him. He doesn’t deserve it.” 

If one of your friends talks badly about another friend to you, that friend probably talks badly about you when you’re not 
around. This gives you a choice – either help your friend to develop positive character skills like loyalty, or choose a different 
friend. This week consider what you say when you’re with friends and practice showing loyalty to those fiends not around by 
only speaking well of them.
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