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PERSEVERANCE: THE WARRIOR AND THE SPIDER

Long ago, in the Far East, lived an evil tyrant named Chang who ruled the people with an iron hand and without mercy. He 
brought great misery and suffering to every town and village he could conquer. There was one man named Khan Doo who 
refused to be enslaved. He gathered a small band of men who felt the same as he did and they bravely decided to attack 
the evil army of Chang.

Their bravery was no match for Chang’s huge army and fearing the battle was lost, Khan and his men retreated into the 
mountains followed by Chang’s army. Khan got separated from his men and hid in a cold cave tired and depressed. The 
future looked very dim and he fell into a restless sleep. He awoke and looked out from the cave in the early morning mist 
and noticed a spider spinning a web across the opening. Just before the spider was finished a strong gust of wind tore the 
web to pieces. Khan watched in fascination as the spider started all over again. Each time the spider was about to finish, a 
gust of wind would blow the web apart only for the spider to start all over again. Even though the spider failed many times 
against a force much greater than itself, he kept at it, knowing that he would eventually be successful. 

Khan’s first attempt ended in failure, however he realized that he must persevere and try again! Inspired by a lowly spider, 
Khan jumped from the cave, assembled his men, and in a surprise attack defected Chang’s evil army that day. Khan became 
the new ruler, and all the people rejoiced. The perseverance and determination of the spider teaches a very important 
lesson– A Black Belt is simply a White Belt that never gave up!
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